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Message from the Vice Chair
of the Management Committee, Leeds Connecting Communities

One thing that is consistent in life
seems to be change! | recently formally
joined the Management Committee as Vice
Chair, having previously worked with Leeds
Voice and as Chair of the Leeds BME
Network.

Over the last few months there have been
some exciting changes that will see the
Leeds BME Network and its membership
have a greater influence over Leeds
Connecting Communities. This will provide
benefit to membership with support from
Development Workers and capacity to
influence the strategy and policy decisions
that effect BME communities in Leeds. This
itself emerged from the priorities and needs

Heather Nelson

expressed by the membership themselves at
the Leeds BME Network Network AGM in
April 2007.

This is a new challenge for Leeds and
particularly the membership of the Leeds BME
Network, but it is an exciting one that we are

optimistic will bring positive change,
enabling people to influence the
decisions that have a massive impact on
their lives.

Aside from that, | would encourage you
to read through this excellent
Newsletter, feel free to offer feedback
and contribute articles. If we can’t fit
them in here they will make it onto our
website.

| look forward to seeing you at our
AGM at the end of January where we
can celebrate the work we all do for
BME communities in Leeds.

dfteather cNelson

BME Community Development News

Leeds Connecting Communities

Website up and running!

www.leedsconnectingcommunities.org

your favourites list!

Change to Digital! Leeds Connecting Communities has now set up a
website that features news, information and opportunities for BME
communities’ groups, their partners and clients across Leeds. There is
also a membership area for members of the Leeds BME Network to use
as a forum for discussion and sharing of experience and problems they
have faced, as well as providing support for one another. We encourage
all contributions for the website. If you are interested in doing so or
wish to register for the membership area drop us a line. And add us to

If you would like to contact us about the website please email
Sophie Price at sophie@leedsconnectingcommunities.org or

VIP Date For you Diary!

Leeds Connecting Communities
AGM will be held on:

Wednesday 30 January 2008 at

St Chads Community Centre, Headingley.

We invite you to come and enjoy a day of

entertainment, fine food and networking!

On the day we will be celebrating our
achievements from the past year . You will
also have the opportunity to let everyone

know what you have been doing!

If you would like to reserve a place then
please contact us (our details are on the
back).

So put the date in your diary and we will
keep you posted!
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Funding and Social Enterprise
Show Us the Money!

Over the years there have been numerous changes in the
way in which community development work is funded. For a
long period there was an established grant culture, where
long term relationships between funders and particular
community organisations dominated the voluntary and

community sector. Then came the proliferation of

years BME communities’ groups in Leeds have not been
able to build their own skills and capacities to adapt to
these changes. This could leave these groups more
marginalised. There is also the fact that Social Enterprise
does not work for every group, the nature of the work

that a group does dictates how applicable such a model

community groups, with smaller grant

community development work.

funding from the same funders who sought
to diversify, moving away from the long term
arrangements with bigger voluntary and
community sector organisations. With this
came tighter requirements for the monitoring
of outputs and outcomes, as well as finances,
which demanded higher management standards in the
sector. Recent years have seen the move towards Social
Enterprise to fund community development work. This
requires more business-like approaches, dependent on
contracts for service delivery or branching out into

simultaneous income generating activities alongside

is. The variety within the thousands of
BME communities’ groups in Leeds
suggests that a greater range of support is
required in order to engage and empower
BME communities as fully active citizens in

Leeds.

At the end of 2007 a big pot of European
money that has funded work in Yorkshire & Humberside
will end. This will see a £3m funding cut in voluntary and
community sector work in Leeds alone. The BME Network
is vital to assure that BME communities’ groups are able
to communicate their opinions and needs to the strategic
policy making bodies in Leeds. Naturally Leeds
Connecting Communities can offer support to those
groups who are seeking to adapt to these changes. It will

For BME communities’ groups this is a long term problem.
Under the old funding paradigm these groups tended to be

marginalised. As the funding trends have changed over the

be interesting to see how all our work in Leeds looks five
years from now!
Martin Keat

Funding Tips

Big Lottery - Reaching
Communities - England
Minimum grant: £10,000
Maximum grant: £500,000

Total available: £100 million

Reaching Communities has proven
to be a very popular and highly
competitive programme. Any new
applicant should note the high levels
of interest in this programme and
consider whether your project is
not better suited to another Big
Lottery Fund programme.
Additionally, you should check the
programme update section to view
the latest news and current success
rates for applicants to Reaching

Communities.

The three-year programme, launched
on 7 December 2005, will make up to

£100 million available in 2007-08.

Reaching Communities will give grants
of more than £10,000 and up to
£500,000, including 2 maximum of
£50,000 for capital grants. If you have
any queries about this programme,
please contact the BIG Advice Line
Tel: 0845 4 10 20 30 where you can
also obtain an application pack and

guidance notes.

Alternatively you can download the
pack and guidance notes from the Big
Lottery Fund website

(www.biglotteryfund.org.uk )

List of few additional funders:

Hilden Charitable Fund

Website: www.hildencharitablefund.org.uk
Allen Lane Foundation

Website: www.allenlane.org.uk

Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust

Website: www.jrct.org.uk

Esmee Fairbairn:
Website: www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk
Lankelly Chase Foundation:

Website: www.lankellychase.org.uk
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Work with BME groups: a case study
Sydney Bridges

Sydney Bridges is a new small group from | | Being a new group, Sydney Bridges constitution, business planning and
the BME community currently struggling lacks basic things including funding fundraising.
to get off the ground. Its area of focus is to pay for office and warehouse rent

Jimmy puts his experience with Leeds

to  collect used household Connecting Communities like

furniture and equipment and to this: “l came to Leeds

distribute them at low price to Connecting Communities

those needy refugees and through Archway and | have

immigrant communities. Jimmy, found them very helpful. They

22, is the General Manager have helped me develop a

for this group. business plan for the project

We received a phone call from and a constitution and they

Jimmy one day. He was have also helped me to put

looking for support in building together some funding

the management capacity of his | applications. | would like to

group. We welcomed Jimmy thank them for all the support

and he is now working with us Seyoum working with Jimmy and effort put into this project
.

to meet the group’s needs. and hopefully we are going to

and for other initial setting up costs. . . -
_ have a long working relationship with
Seyoum, one of our organisational .

Seyoum and Jimmy put together a : o
. Leeds Connecting Communities
development workers is currently

work plan to work towards to meet
. L towards the development of Leeds and
working with him. The two of them .

those needs. The planning elements | |. e

its communities .

made a needs assessment for the group. . .

include the adoption of a

Your Recipe Corner
Cha Cha’s White Chicken ® | teaspoon ground cayenne pepper
Chili ® 2 (14.5 ounce) cans chicken broth
Delicious white bean chili. ® 3 cups chopped cooked chicken breast
Substitute mild green chilis for ® 3 (15 ounce) cans white beans
the jalapenos if you're scared! ® | cup shredded Monterey Jack cheese
Use more chicken and cheese as
desired. DIRECTIONS
INGREDIENTS Heat the oil in a large saucepan over medium-low heat.
Slowly cook and stir the onion until tender. Mix in the
® | tablespoon vegetable oil garlic, jalapeno, green chili peppers, cumin, oregano and
e | onion, chopped cayenne. Continue to cook and stir the mixture until
. tender, about 3 minutes. Mix in the chicken broth,
® 3 cloves garlic, crushed : . . ) o
o chicken and white beans. Simmer |5 minutes, stirring
® | (4 ounce) can diced jalapeno peppers occasionally. Remove the mixture from heat. Slowly stir
® | (4 ounce) can chopped green chili peppers in the cheese until melted. Serve warm.
® 2 teaspoons ground cumin
® | teaspoon dried oregano Community Mirror welcomes your recipes!
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On 9% September 2007
something wonderful
happened on Briggate in

Central Leeds. Planet
Leeds landed! This was

the first in what is planned to

be an annual festival aimed at
showcasing and promoting
the abundance of cultural
talents from people of all
ethnicity and heritage
resident in Leeds. There was
everything from Zimbabwean

Ik

]
drummers to Kurdish Planet Leeds has landed!

musicians, Irish dancers to Leeds’ own emerging rap stars. It was a great celebration of
the world cultures of Leeds.

If you couldn’t make it on the day a search for ‘Planet Leeds’ on www.youtube.com is
recommended. A second festival is planned for 2008, so watch this space! If you are an

artist or know someone who might be interested in performing or supporting the
festival contact Sarah Frith on festival@planetleeds.org.uk

All about Leeds Connecting Communities

Leeds Connecting Communities is a charitable organisation working to support Black and
Minority Ethnic (BME) groups to become more effective and successful and to play a full
part in contributing to community life in Leeds. We support BME groups and help them
access information on how they can develop and sustain their work. This could be
through new funding opportunities, helping improve the way they manage their work or
keeping them in touch with changes in the voluntary and community sector. We want to

learn from the BME community about what they need and how we can support that.
If you would like to speak to us about how we might be able to support you contact:
Seyoum Kassa, Development Worker, seyoum@)]eedsconnectingcommunities.org
Annette Morris, Development Worker, annette@leedsconnectingcommunities.org
Saireen Khanum, Development Worker, saireen@leedsconnectingcommunities.org

We look forward to hearing from you.

Centenary House, 59 North Street, Leeds LS2 8)S
Leeds Connecting Communities
Phone: 0113 243 8422

Office hours: Monday to Friday 10 amfi 5 pm
www.leedsconnectingcommunities.org
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Upcoming Training

Tuesday 22nd January 08 Leeds

* Finding Funding

An introductory course to assist
organisations find funding for their
work. Voluntary Action Leeds (Tel:
0113297 7944)

Tuesday 19th February 08 Leeds

* Employment Law Update

What's new in employment law?
PERS (T: 01924 839587)

Tuesday 4th March 08 Leeds
4 Setting up Financial Controls

A course to help participants develop
a set of financial rules and safeguards
for their organsiations. Voluntary
Action Leeds (T: 0113 297 7944)

18th March 08 Dewsbury

¥ Get it right from the start!

Recruitment and selection of new
staff. PERS (T: 01924 839587)

Ongoing Leeds

” One to One Training

Financial management support and
advice from WYCAS (T: 0113 270

6269)

8" Jul 08 Rotherham
¥ Consulting the community

(Contact: Voluntary Action Sheffield,
Tel: 0114 253 6623)

9% Jul 08 Sheffield

» Working with service users

(Contact: Voluntary Action Sheffield,
Tel: 0114 253 6623)

If you need help in booking
the above courses please
contact Leeds Connecting
Communities
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